
 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR BECOMING A COUNCILLOR 

You must be British or a citizen of the Commonwealth. You may also 

be eligible as a citizen of the European Union, however the criteria 

has changed now that the UK has left the European Union. Please 

check on the gov.uk website for advice about EU citizens’ voting and 

candidacy rights in local elections. 

A Parish/Town Council may co-opt as a member any person aged 18 

years or over, who is legally qualified to hold such office, and who is 

willing to serve, provided that person satisfies at least one of the 

following qualification categories:- 

(a) is registered as a local government elector for the parish; 

(b) has during the whole of the preceding twelve months occupied as 

owner or tenant, any land or premises in the parish; 

(c) his/her principal or only place of work during the preceding twelve 

months has been in the parish; 

(d) had during the whole of the preceding twelve months resided in 

the parish or within 4.8 km thereof. 

WHY SHOULD I BECOME A COUNCILLOR? 

There are many great reasons to become a councillor for 

Bodmin, such as: 

• To speak on behalf of our local community and help the 

people of Bodmin 

• To help shape the future of Bodmin 

 

 

• To put your skills to use for the benefit of the residents of 

Bodmin 

WHAT WOULD I BE EXPECTED TO DO? 

Most Bodmin Town Council meetings are held every other Thursday 

and Planning meetings are every three weeks on a Wednesday, 

although additional meetings may also be held to discuss particular 

issues. It is advisable to ensure that you will be available to regularly 

attend these meetings, as well as give additional time to the role as 

required. 

You will be expected to keep an open mind to enable you to 

constructively take part in important decision making for Bodmin, 

including considering project proposals, grant applications, and 

helping decide where money should be spent. 

WHAT FINANCIAL SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE? 

Although being a councillor is a voluntary position there are certain 

costs that can be reimbursed, including costs for approved travel and 

subsistence if you are required to travel outside of the parish. 

WHAT HELP WILL I BE GIVEN? 

Bodmin Town Council, as with all councils in the United Kingdom, is 

supported by a Town Clerk. The Town Clerk is very experienced in 

Council laws & procedures and is available to support you if you get 

stuck any time in your role as Councillor. We also have very helpful 

Councillors who are happy to help you if you find yourself lost. It may 

also be a good idea to speak to some current Councillors if you’re 

thinking of becoming one and would like to find out more. 
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