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STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY

Bodmin Town Council is responsible for the preparation of this Annual Report and for
the information and assessments set out in it and the assumptions and estimates on
which it is based.

The Council is also responsible for setting in place appropriate performance
management  and internal control systems from which the information and
assessments in the Annual Report have been derived.

Members of Bodmin Town Council are satisfied that the information and assessments
included in this Report are in all material aspects accurat e and complete and that
the Targets and Key Objectives, set out in the Report, are realistic and achievable.

S M Facer, Town Clerk
Bodmin Town Council
Shire Hall
Mount Folly Square
Bodmin
PL31 2DQ

Tel: 01208 76616

www.bodmin.gov.uk

FrontCover: Gi | bert s Monument, Beacon Local Natur e

Image courtesy of Roy Horton Drone Aerial Photography


http://www.bodmin.gov.uk/

ANNUAL REPORT 2019/2020
FOREWORD FROM THE MAYOR, COUNCILLOQHEREMY COOPER

| am pleased to present this Annual Report on behalf of the Town Council, which
prides itself on the services and facilities it provides for the local community.

2018/19 was an other busy year for the Town Council. The Council carried out an
internal review of its strategic aims and objectives and completed these in mid 2018.

The Council 6s mi $dinvre sdti atge meanto uirs commuandt y t
thereisfurther det ai | on the Council s objectivids for
There continues to be financial challenges for local councils, which has a n impact on
the Council 6 s a Iloibé dble tp appropriately plan and budget for the day -to-day

activities , whilst factoring in the additional projects as identified in the aims and
objectives document.

There is the ongoing pressure with the reduction in the Council Tax Support Grant
which reduced by 16.65% ( £18,000) in 2017/18 and 12.55% (£11,619. 86) in 2018/19 and
this ongoing reduction is likely to continue until the grant is eventually phased out
(current government thinking suggest 2020). This grant was further cut by 9.4% which
equates to £7.602.89 for the 2019/20 budget.
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Bodmin Town Council has noted that during the last few financial years, a larger
number of local (parish and town) councils have taken on devolved services or assets
from Cornwall Council. These include services such as public toilets, parks and open
spaces, car parks etc.  This has resulted in other towns raising their precept to be able
to manage these services into the future. In light of this, Bodmin Town Council is no
longer the highest precepting town in Cornwall, in terms of total cash amount, and is
areflection oft he fact that Bodmin Town Council has for a number of years managed
more services for the community when compared to other large Town Councils.

However, Bodmin has fewer Band D properties in comparison to other larger

precepting towns, such as Falmouth, N ewquay and Truro, which results in this

comparator being less than favourable .Bodmi néds Band D equivalent i
highest in the County, which is reflective of the Band D Tax Base calculation

The 2019/2020 financial year will also see a nationall  y agreed revision to local council

sector pay. This National Joint Council (NJC) pay award (2018/2020) is outside of the

Town Council &s control and relates to |l ocal goVve
pay scales at lower spinal column points closer to the National Living Wage. These

negotiations have been ongoing throughout 2018 by the representatives acting on

behalf of the employers and trade unions and relates to adjustments to reflect that

local government pay was frozen for several years given aus terity measures imposed

by central government.

2018 saw the implementation and completion of the low speed environment in
Bodmin with an aim to address congestion in the Dennison Road corridor and Church
Square area of the town, lead to an improvement in air quality, reduction in vehicular
speeds in the town centre and provide a safer route for cyclists from the Camel Trall
into the town centre and to link with the cycle hubs at Cardinham and Lanhydrock.

This work was delivered by Cornwall Council as par  t of the Bodmin Growth Deal and
is aligned with aspirations in the Town Framework.

This scheme was supported by Bodmin Town Council and there has been ongoing
dialogue between the Town Council and Cornwall Council to discuss issues of
implementing a wide -ranging road transport project on a community so that lessons
can be learned for any future projects. Bodmin Town Council has raised issues such

as communication and diversion signage prior to and during any major road transport
works, street lighting in  low speed environments, assessments of road safety audits and
completion of any recommendations identified through that process. Cornwall
Council has reported that there has, to date, been a 13% reduction in recorded
vehicular speed, a 6% reduction in th e volume of traffic and Nitrogen Dioxide
emissions had reduced by 2 5% in Dennison Road, the designated Air Quality
Management Area

Throughout 2018/19 th e Council managed to achieve some successes, including:

A AGoldAwardforthe Bodmin I nformation Centre (which i
reception) for best tourist information in the Cornwall Tourism Awards 2018;
A Parks Team were awarded the Britain in Bloom 2018 Best Park, 5 Star Award.

The Council has also worked in partnership with  Bodmin Community Groups to help
deliver key events in theth¢efolawings cal endar , i ncl u



A Bodmin Wassail (5 January 2019) :

The Bodmin Wassailerds once agaiCounciheod Satutddyei r ann
5 January 2019 en route to various parts of the town of Bodmin.

At 12 noon Bodmin Mayor Councillor ~ Sara Kinsman, Town Clerk Stephen Facer, and
other Bodmin Town Councillo rs warmly welcomed the Wassailers who come dressed
in top hats, dickie bows, waistcoats and tails.

The Bodmin Wassail is one of only two surviving traditional visiting wassails which are
very different from apple tree wassails. It is unique in that records confirm it has
survived continuously since 1624 . The male only group visit houses in Bodmin singing
two songs o one when seeking entry and another upon leaving 0 in return for
hospitality and donations to local charities.

Bodmi nds TowphenQFacerrs&d, : St e

00Once again, the Town Council is delighteld to co
shall be following in the footsteps of my predecessor Nicholas Sprey when | fill the

wassail bowl with as it begins its twelve hour journey across ou r town. By my reckoning

this year marks at least the 39 5th year of this ancientand honourable tradition.

Whilst the beginning of a tradition should not be forgotten it is nothing without those
who keep alive such traditions for the town and | therefore ask that we all raise a glass
to the Bodmin Wassailers to wish them good heal't



A StPiranés Day (5 Mar:ch 2018 and 2019)
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Bodmin St. Pirands Day on Tuesday 5 March 20
best celebration to date with over 380 local school children participating. It

was clear that this day is firmly in the Bodmin calendar by the number of

spectators lining the Fore S treet to watch the parade as it wound its way to the

Mount Folly with the St. Piran flag flying high and proud with Merv Davey (Grand

Bard, Kernow Gorsedd) playing the pipes. This year saw the involvement of the

schools from the surrounding parishes which  brought the community together

under the umbrella of Cornish culture and heritage.

Bodmin was proud to welcome the Lord Lieutenant, Colonel E Bolitho OBE, who
joined the Mayor of Bodmin, Councillor Sara Kinsman in leading the parade
which arrived at the  Mount Folly for the singing of Trelawney and dancing
coordinated by Alison Davey.

St . Petrocdéds Church hosted the performances
year the standard was extremely high. The Bodmin Joint St. Piran Committee

thanks all the people of Bodmin and the surrounding area for their support in
commemorating this important civic day. Kernow Bys Vyken! & Cornwall

Forever!

The Town Council attends several event planning meetings and supports with
stewarding and provides each child with a bot tle of water on the day &
allocated budget by the Town Council to support this event is £500.00



A Bodmin Carnival (Saturday 18 August 2018 );

The Town Council supported the Carnival Committee with staff support to

deliver the road closure and diversion signs around the town, use of Fair Park

and Priory Park as start and finish locations. The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Town

Clerk, Town Crier and Mace Bearers, with full regalia and wearing civic robes,

took part in the Carnival which paraded through t he town. The Coun
budget of £500.00 was used to offset costs associated with staff time to support

road closure signs, bollards, vehicles and fuel etc to support the event

A RAF 100 event (Saturday 15 September
2018) 6 an event to mark 100 years since
the formation of the Royal Air Force

Bodmin Town Council supported this event
through attendance at a number of
planning meetings with partners and
provided secretarial support to the group.
The Council facilitated p rovision of tables,
chairs, PA system and generators to host a
garden party which included a number of
static displays and community stalls.

The event was complemented by the
participation of Bodmin Town Band who
gave two concerts as well as a marching
performance.
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This special event marked the centenary of the formation of the RAF and

Bodmin was honoured to be the first town in Cornwall to re

as pictured on the previous page

ceive the RAF Token

, with Group Captain Colver making the

presentation to the Mayor of Bodmin, Councillor Sara Kinsman.

Remembrance 100 & a week of reflective events to commemorate the end of

the WWI culminating with the a

THE COMMUNITY OF BODMIN PRESENTS...

BODMIN
REMEMBRANCE
100

REFLECTIVE EVENTS TO COMMEMORATE
THE END OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR
(WW1) 1914-1918

4th - 11th November 2018
HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

EXHIBITIONS AND DISPLAYS AT THE
REGIMENTAL MUSEUM, BODMIN TOWN
MUSEUM, ST PETROC'S CHURCH &
BODMIN TIC

FILM SCREENINGS

FIREWORKS AND BONFIRE NIGHT
CONCERTS

POPPY FLOODLIGHTING

SCHOOL PROJECTS

REMEMBRANCE PARADE & SERVICE

WWI BEACONS OF LIGHT

All welcome. #Bodmin100
www.bodmin.gov.uk
facebook.com/BodminTownCouncil

nnual parade on Sunday 11 November

Bodmin Town Council Officers and
Members attended and provided
secretarial support for a number of
Bodmin 100 event planning
meetings with partners to publicise
a range of community events
taking place over the period
Sunday 4 to 11 November 2018
which included: Royal British Legion,
St . Petrocos
Mus eum, Cornwal | 0s
Museum. Media and publicity
support was very kindly and
invaluably donated by Idenna to

which the Council is very grateful.

Bodmin Town Council supported
some elements of the events
programme with financial support
which included:

i £500.00 to the Rotary Club of Bodmin to facilitate the lighting of the Beacon
Monument on the evening of 11 November 2018;

U £250.00 to St. Pet r oc d s

Chur ch

for

reflective week of events to mark the 100 years since the end of WWI noting
that the Church was the focal point for several events and hosted visual

presentations from the Regimental Museum and Town Mus

eum on the

impact of the conflict on the armed services and the community;

>

Remembrance Sunday

(11 November 2018)

There was a Remembrance Day Parade and Commemoration in Priory Park

foll owed by a

Ser vi

ce in St

to remember those who paid the ultimate sacrifice in the First and Second

World Wars and subsequent conflicts.

Chur ch,

lighting of

Bo
Red
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Petroc208 Chur cl



The format of the event in the Park has been changed in recent years to
accommodate the large numbers of young people, who will be remember ing into
the future. The 201 8 Parade was extremely well attended and reflects the respect

and gratitude the people of the town have for the serving men and women in our

countryds Armed Services and to those who have
sacri fice in the defence of the nation. Many peo
that the large numbers of young people paying their respects added to the

poignancy of the occasion.

The Council was very thankful for the work of WO (SQMS) Andy Eke, who acted as

Parade Commander.

This yeards event marked the 100 years since th

¢
-

particularly poignant given the weekds reflectiyv

A Christmas Lights Switch -on Event (Friday 30 November 2018)

Bodmin was in full swing on Friday 30 November 2018 as the town turned out to watch
the lantern parade. Lanterns  constructed by local school children paraded through
the town led by the amazing Bodmin Town Band who heralded the  start of Christmas
with their superb performance.

The Christmas Lights Committee were assisted this year by intoBodmin who oversaw
the projection of lights and images onto the Turret Clock which were a fantastic
addition to the event. Sustrans also part icipated in the parade with a number of



