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MINUTES of the Annual Meeting of Bodmin Town Council held on Thursday 21 May 2020 at 6.30 
p.m. via Zoom conference call (due to Coronavirus pandemic).  
  

PRESENT:  The Mayor, Councillor J P Cooper, presiding; together with Councillors E M Ahearn, T M 
Barbery, J A Bassett, P Brown, P T Cooper, L L Frost, J Gammon, J R Gibbs, D A Henderson, A M 
Kerridge, K J Phillips, P L G Skea and K W Stubbs. 
  

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr C Harris (temporary Responsible Officer), Mr D Bidgway (Executive Assistant) 
and Mrs B Briggs (Senior Admin Assistant).  
  

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND APOLOGIES:  
 
The Chairman welcomed Members of the public to the meeting and advised that this was the meeting 
that would ordinarily take place in St Petroc’s Church as part of the Mayor Choosing ceremony but 
that, due to the COVID-19 restrictions currently in place, it had been necessary to conduct the meeting 
remotely. He advised that it was a short agenda, with the primary purpose of testing the Zoom meeting 
format and ensuring it was accessible for Councillors and the public.  
 

Apologies were received from Councillors A J Coppin and S H Kinsman. 
  
  

C/2020/097 Election of Mayor 
 
It was proposed by Councillor D A Henderson, seconded by Councillor P T Cooper 
that Councillor J P Cooper be elected Mayor for the ensuing year. 
 
The Chairman indicated that a vote was not required and did not invite Members to 
vote for or against this proposal.  
 
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Oath of Allegiance were duly read, with 
signature to take place on a future date due to the virtual nature of the meeting. 

  
C/2020/098 Election of Deputy Mayor 

 
It was proposed by Councillor T M Barbery, seconded by Councillor J P Cooper that 
Councillor P T Cooper be elected Deputy Mayor for the ensuing year. 
 
The Chairman indicated that a vote was not required and did not invite Members to 
vote for or against this proposal. 
 
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly read, with signature to take place 
on a future date due to the virtual nature of the meeting. 

  
C/2020/099 Declarations of Interest 

 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 



2 

 

 

Chairman initials 
 

Date 
 

Matters of 
accuracy  

Minute ref Comment Chairman signature  

   

   

   

 

The Chairman advised that he had sent an email to Councillors and staff earlier that 
day that the Deputy Chief Executive (DCE) had been taken ill and was therefore 
unable to attend the meeting.  
 
The Chairman reported that, the council had, as a previous meeting, agreed to 
appoint Mr Chris Harris as an assistant to the DCE. Based on Mr Harris’ experience, 
he suggested that Council now agree to confirm that Mr Harris be authorised to 
authorise payments in order that Council business can be conducted.  
 
The Chairman asked Members to reconfirm the action agreed at the previous 
meeting that the Council now appoint Mr Harris to take over as Responsible Officer 
of the Council for an interim period during the DCE’s absence so he is able to sign 
off on payments.   
 
It was AGREED to appoint Mr Chris Harris as temporary Responsible Officer for 
Bodmin Town Council in the DCE’s absence in order to sign off payments.  
 
The voting pattern was 11 votes for, with 1 vote against and 2 abstentions.  
 
Councillor J Gammon voted against this decision.  
 

C/2020 Appointment of Mayor’s Servant, Town Sergeant, reserve Mace Bearer and 
Town Crier 
 
Mr B Connor was proposed and unanimously AGREED as Mayor’s Servant and 
Sergeant at Mace for the ensuing year. 
 
Mr P Wrixon was proposed and unanimously AGREED as Town Sergeant for the 
ensuing year. 
 
Mr Joe Green was proposed and unanimously AGREED as Reserve Mace Bearer 
for the ensuing year. 
 
Due to the virtual nature of the meeting, it was not possible to swear in the Sergeants 
at Mace and it was noted that this would form part of the postponed Mayor Choosing 
ceremony at such a time the Coronavirus pandemic restrictions allowed for that 
ceremony to be held. 
 
Mr T Williams was proposed and unanimously AGREED as Town Crier for the 
ensuing year. 

  
C/2020/100 Appointment of Mayoral Chaplain  

 
Councillor J P Cooper appointed Reverend Paul Holley as Mayoral Chaplain for the 
ensuing year. 
 

C/2020/101 Appointment of Mayoral Cadet  
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Councillor J P Cooper appointed Air Cadet Cpl Elysia Hawke as Mayoral Cadet for 
the ensuing year. 
Before moving onto the final item on the agenda, the Chairman wished to put on 
record his thanks to Councillors J A Bassett, P Brown, D A Henderson and A M 
Kerridge, and to member of the community Carol Randall, for all the work they had 
put into the COVID-19 Bodmin Hotline, which he understood had assisted a 
significant number of residents in the community.  
 
He also wished to put on record his thanks to all those involved in the Bodmin Bikers 
initiative which was providing a valuable service to the community during the 
pandemic. He noted that, with Council’s agreement, special mention would be made 
at the civic (Mayor Choosing) event should it proceed later in the year.  
 

  
C/2020/102 Adjournment of meeting 

 
The Chairman noted that, due to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic restrictions and 
the current absence of the Deputy Chief Executive, it was not possible to agree a 
date for this meeting at present.  
 
Councillor A M Kerridge requested that, at such a point when the meeting date was 
decided, sufficient notice be given to all Members to ensure they were able to attend. 
She noted that, as restrictions were lifted, some Members would have a growing 
number of commitments but would want to be available for this meeting if at all 
possible. The Chairman responded to advise that notification would be given via 
publication of the agenda.  
 
It was AGREED that the meeting be adjourned to a future date, to be confirmed. 
 
Lastly, the Chairman and Members wished to put on record their thanks to the Senior 
Admin Assistant and the Executive Assistant for their work in coordinating the present 
meeting.  

 
There being no further items of business, the meeting closed at 6.47 p.m. 


